Journal to Stella

LETTER IX

of the gout; and this evening I christened our coffee-man
Elliot's29 child, where the rogue had a most noble supper,
and Steele and I sat among some scurvy company over a
bowl of punch, so that I am come home late, young women,
and can't stay to write to little rogues.
20.   I loitered at home, and dined with sir Andrew
Fountain at his lodging,3o and then came home: a silly day.
21.   I was visiting all this morning, and then went to
the secretary's office, and found Mr. Harley, with whom
I dined; and secretary St. John, &c. and Harley promised
in a very few days to finish what remains of my business.
Prior was of the company, and we all dine at the secretary's
to-morrow.  I saw Stella's mother this morning: she came
early, and we talked an hour. I wish you would propose
to lady Giffard to take the three hundred pounds out of
her hands,31 and give her common interest for life, and
security that you will pay her: the bishop of Clogher, or
any friend, would be security for you, if you gave them
counter-security; and it may be argued, that it will pass
better to be in your hands than hers in case of mortality,
&c. Your mother says, if you write she'll second it; and
you may write to your mother, and then it will come from
her.  She tells me lady Giffard has a mind to see me, by
her discourse; but I told her what to say, with a vengeance*
She told lady Giffard she was going to see me: she looks
extremely well. I am writing32 in my bed like a tyger, and
so good night, &c.
22.   I dined with secretary St. John; and lord Dart-
mouth, who is t'other secretary, dined with us, and lord
Orrery33 and Prior, &c.   Harley called, but could not
29   Elliot was landlord of the St. James's Coffee-house (p. i r n.3).
30   Presumably in Leicester Fields (p, 64 n.1).                3I p. 74 n.33
32   Forster (Life, p. 364 n.) suggests that Swift wrote * writhing', that is
at the very thought of seeing Lady Gifiard. But, as Aitken suggests, the
word 'tyger' may be a mistake of Deane Swift or of the compositor.
33   Charles Boyle, 1674-1731, famous as the editor of the Efatles of
Phalaris (1695), which brought him into conflict with Richard Bentley and
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